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All AS students begin their History course with a unit on Spain 1931-1975 and Italy 1896-1943. We would like to you construct a time line for both countries covering these years, although with Spain we would like you to start in 1923 and with Italy you should finish in 1945.
Then you should read this summary of the Spanish Civil War from the web site of The Imperial War Museum:
     http://archive.iwm.org.uk/upload/package/5/spanish/MainText.pdf
[bookmark: _GoBack]Finally, please read A Moment of War (1991) by Laurie Lee. It is the last book of his semi-autobiographical trilogy. It covers his time as a combatant in the Spanish Civil War from 1937-38. The preceding books of the trilogy are Cider with Rosie (1959) and As I Walked out One Midsummer Morning (1969). These are worth reading for their own sake.
A Moment of War describes how, in December 1937, Lee set out for Spain to fight for the Republican cause. He could not persuade anyone to help him and so eventually crossed the Pyrenees alone in a snowstorm. After encountering Republican sympathisers, he was suspected of being a Nationalist spy and imprisoned. On the day scheduled for his execution, a fortunate encounter led to him being released and finally joining the International Brigade. The book then recounts Lee's experiences as a Republican soldier in Figueres, Valencia, Tarazona, Madrid, Teruel and Barcelona. He left Spain in February 1938.
There is some doubt about the historical accuracy of the book. Lee himself wrote that his diaries had been stolen and so he relied on memory for the eyewitness accounts.
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