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Introduction. 

Welcome to the latest issue of CTH News for 2010, bringing you news of CTiH, as well as of recent and forthcoming events. 

The purpose of this Newsletter is to act as a channel of communication between the Churches in Henley and as a source of information on prayer needs. It is good to have contributions from individuals in the various churches, so if you would like to report on anything, please send any contributions for future issues of this Newsletter to:

Mike Hails, 42, Blandy Road, Henley on Thames RG9 1QB, or alternatively, by e-mail, to mike.hails@tesco.net.

CHURCHES TOGETHER FORUM

Some ten members of Churches Together in Henley met in the Thames Room of d:two on Thursday 25th November, a cold night, as you might remember. A number of our church representatives had been unable to attend for various reasons, but it was a fairly representative gathering. 

The main item we discussed first was Children's Sport on Sundays. Jane Burtt spoke on behalf of Shelagh Stanbridge-Bennett who had hoped to be at the meeting, but was unwell. Shelagh runs the Sunday School at St Margaret's, Harpsden, and is very concerned about the amount of sport that happens on Sunday mornings for young children and wondered if other churches had found that it was affecting attendance at church and Sunday School, and, if so, whether any of the churches had thought about measures such as moving the times of services or of Sunday School. In discussion, it was agreed that this was not a new situation, and that it was really up to individual churches to take whatever steps they felt were right for them. Fr Martyn and the other Ministers present at the Forum said they had recently received an e-mail from Nick Fearnhead of St Mary's, Wargrave. Mr Fearnhead is a member of Christians in Sport, and they are looking to start a 'Pray, Play, Say' youth group for teenagers in the area. A typical evening session would involve an hour of sport followed by a 45-60 minute group bible study. The purpose of the e-mail was to gauge the level of interest there might be among the local teenagers. The aim is to meet once a month, starting in January 2011.

If you have any strong views about this, or are in touch with teenagers in the town, please could you get in touch with me, your minister, or with Nick Fearnhead (nick.fearnhead@hotmail.co.uk).

Other items discussed are covered in the rest of this newsletter. 

The next meeting of the Forum will be on Thursday February 10th, 2011 in St Margaret's Church, Harpsden.

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY

Mike Hails has received notification of the materials available for the Week of Prayer (18th-25th January, 2011). These materials have been prepared by an ecumenical group in Jerusalem, and the theme is All things in common, (see Acts 2: 42: "They devoted themselves to the Apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.") Amidst all the turmoil, danger, injustice and fragility of the Middle East, the Churches in Jerusalem are challenging the whole Church to remain faithful to the vocation to be one, and to recommit themselves to pray for the unity of the church so that the world might believe. 

The aims of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity are: 

· to pray as Christ prayed "That they may be one", 

· to pray for the unity of all Christian people as we share in Christ's ministry. 

The Week of Prayer offers opportunities to meet and pray with fellow Christians of different denominations in Henley. The possibility of having a daily service was discussed, with some lay leadership. 

It was agreed that there would be midday services on Tuesday 18th, Friday 21st and Tuesday 25th January with venues to be confirmed later. Revd Duncan Carter, Roger Cole and Revd Paul Bradish have volunteered to lead a service each. 

Further details will be circulated once the venues have been agreed. If you would like to use the materials yourself on each day of the whole week, they are available on the internet at www.ctbi.org.uk/weekofprayer. I know that not everyone has access to the internet, so if you would like me to print off some copies, please let me know. 
             
                                                                                                        Mike Hails 

DATES FOR 2011

· A list of dates for 2011 was discussed, and it was possible to agree on most of them. The Forum will be meeting on February 10th, May 3rd, July 21st, September 6th and November 24th. Venues and timing will be circulated once they have been agreed.

· The Ministers will be meeting regularly during the year, as usual.

· One of the dates is a Choirs Festival on Saturday 29th January. This will be held in St Mary's Church, with each choir taking part singing something by themselves, and then all joining together for Haydn's Little Organ Mass. 

· Another important date for the country is the Royal Wedding on April 29th. I am sure there will be events organised to celebrate this occasion locally. Holy Trinity Church are hoping to combine with Trinity School to mark the event, possibly combining with other primary schools. 

· Another annual event is the Ride and Stride sponsored cycle ride/walk on behalf of Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust. This is on the second Saturday in September (the same day as the Henley Show), and Roger Cole of Henley Baptists is hoping that the churches can make more of this event in 2011. 

· In May we have Christian Aid Week (May 15-21), with the Christian Aid Walk on Saturday 21st May. In addition, Fr Martyn will be doing Henley Hike 2, walking from the source of the Thames to Henley during the week of May 8-14. He would welcome sponsorship, as he is again raising funds for roof repairs to St Mary's. 

LENT AND EASTER

Ash Wednesday is on March 9th, 2011, and there will be the usual lunchtime services during Lent in the Christ Church Centre on Thursdays, the first being on March 10th, and the last on April 14th. Details of the themes of the services and the leaders will be circulated in due course.

During Holy Week, there will be a Taizé Service on Wednesday April 20th at 8 p.m. in St Margaret's Church, Harpsden. 

On Good Friday, it is planned to put on an event in Falaise Square, a sort of mini-Passion Play, covering the characters involved in the Crucifixion. This is being coordinated by the Baptist Church, and further details will be available in due course.

NEWS FROM THE CHURCHES

· d:two. The building programme is in its final phases. They hope to be able to use the main hall by Christmas, and the kitchen should be ready by Easter. They have been using Badgemore School for services while the building work has been going on. Matt Bunkall has been taken on for two days a week to encourage youth work.

· St Mary's. Fr. Martyn will be walking from the source of the Thames to Henley in May 2011 to raise funds for the repairs to the roof. Events going on at the moment are the Saturday lunchtime concerts, which are proving very successful, Parish breakfasts on one Sunday each month, an Advent course, Advent carol service (November 28th), and the Christmas Carol service on December 19th, which will mark the 35th anniversary of Fr Martyn's ordination.

· St Margaret's. We were very pleased to hear that the induction of the new Rector, Revd Paul Bradish had taken place on Wednesday 17th November. You might have seen the article and picture in the Henley Standard recently. The children of the Sunday School put on a play about Jonah and the Whale during Revd Bradish's first service last Sunday.

· Christ Church. Plans for refurbishing the Kempster Hall are on display in the concourse, and it is hoped that this work will start soon. The Family Worker, Melanie Parfitt has started a Café Church, meeting once a month on Sunday afternoons in the Pither Hall. Last Sunday they were visited by the Minister from their link church in Newham, East London.

· Holy Trinity. Provisional permission has been given by the Diocese for the installation of a kitchenette (tea-point). A pre-Advent course is running in people's homes. November 26th saw the 20th anniversary of Revd Duncan Carter's induction as Vicar of Holy Trinity.

· Sacred Heart.  Fr Anthony is due back in Henley very soon from his sabbatical in California. Advent wreath making by about 30 families took place in the Church Hall on November 28th. Members of the congregation are collecting non-perishable food items for the Reading drop-in centre for the homeless, ready for Christmas. A children' choir has been started, and sang in church for the first time on November 28th, and the next service where they will be singing will be on Christmas Eve. 

DIARY DATES

I will send out a separate note about these. 



Mike Hails
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